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ur story, like every story, is long, as you can imagine.
But here is a somewhat condensed version.

In 1998, while riding in the back seat of a car from
Cleveland, OH, back to Cincinnati, | had an open vision
about a place where people were discipled and trained in
life, in worship, and the arts. However, at the time | did
not know what it meant. It was a vivid vision, the kind
that you remember for the rest of your life. | asked the
Lord, “Where is this place to be?” and He clearly said,
"Orlando, Florida - and I'm going to use you to build it!"
That was quite a large task for a young man who had
never lived away from home except for in a college dorm
room, forty minutes away.

Even after seeing that life altering vision, | didn't make
any plans to leave my “comfort zone” of home right away.
Yet, while shoveling snow one cold Cincinnati winter, |
came inside and jokingly said, "By this time next year I'm
going to live in Florida!" Little did | know that in
December of 1999, | would move to Florida. | attended
and graduated from Full Sail University, still with a vision
in my heart, but unable to clearly articulate what it was at
the time. During the next several years, | led worship and
had the privilege of serving as keyboardist and music
director for internationally renowned worship leader, Ron
Kenoly. | then accepted a position as worship pastor at a
local church, and that's the season where everything
changed.

During that season, this vision that had always seemed
foggy to me began to clear up a bit. | also met my wife at
that church! One day, the church sponsored some of the

leaders to attend a church planters conference to learn
how to become a planting church. While Pastor Rick
Warren was speaking, the Holy Spirit quietly spoke to me
and said "You are here to learn how to plant the church |
placed in your heart in 1998!" | promptly ignored that,
since a church isn't what | saw in 1998, was it? | was so
uncomfortable with what | heard that | stopped attend-
ing the conference and skipped all the remaining
sessions. Here is where the story gets really interesting!

One of my best friends I've known for 20+ years, who is
really like a brother to me, has always had a call on his life
to plant a church, and | always wanted to help him do it
(not be a lead planter). | told him about this amazing
church planters conference that he MUST attend! | was so

adamant about him going that | said I'd go back with him.

This is where God set me up! I'll never forget this as long
as | live, because this moment changed my life. My
brother and | were sitting in a session led by Ed Stetzer.
The Lord spoke to me again and said, "You are here to
plant” | once again, ignored that voice. I'm a worship
pastor that just recorded a new CD with songs literally
being sung around the world, and I'm called to help my
brother plant? Then, The Lord spoke to me a second time,
but this time He said, "Why are you ignoring me?" | said
"I'm not!" (I know, I'm crazy). Then, He spoke to me a third
time (all while Ed Stetzer is speaking), and asked again,
"Why are you ignoring me?" Once again, | responded "I'm
not!" Then in a moment of divine providence, my brother
leaned over to me and said, "God just told me to ask you
why you're ignoring Him?" Whoa!!! Would you believe me
if | told you my response to him was "I'm not!"

However, clearly, | was.

("Our Story”continued...)

was scared out of my mind. God was calling me to plant a

church. This was the thing | saw in 1998. This happened one

month before my wedding, and when | shared what God
called me to do, my bride-to-be willingly and immediately
embraced the call, and it became our call together. That is a
testimony and a story that deserves its own section. On our
honeymoon, through prayer and dialogue, God birthed the
vision and the name, Deeper Fellowship Church, in our hearts.
(We also did fun things and relaxed on our honeymoon too).
The one major issue upon returning was, | loved my church and
my pastor, and | didn't want to leave. Having read earlier how
much it took to get me to embrace this call, it took quite a bit to
get me to leave. | received ten prophetic words of confirma-
tions in a five month period before | finally said,“Yes Lord, I'll go."

So the journey began. | stepped into the call of traveling full
time and the Lord blessed us tremendously, and still is, literally
around the world. At the same time, my wife and | began to
dialogue and pray about what starting would look like. With the
direction of the Lord, we opened our home to a small core
group of people once a month where we would worship, pray,
fellowship, and study the word together. A little over a year later,
our core team began meeting weekly outside of our home. Now,
this established core team, full of faith and expectation, is ready
to launch into the unknown. It is a beautiful, God-directed
season of establishing Deeper Fellowship Church. Now we invite
you to take the journey of faith with us. Together, we will see the
Lord do great and mighty things!




THIS IS WHAT WE WANT YOU TO HAVE ON YOUR HEART EVERY TIME
~ YOU THINK OF US, OR EXPLAIN THIS MINISTRY TO OTHERS:
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WE CAN CHANGE THE WORLD

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, GENEROSITY IS THE THEME OF GIVING, NOT JUST A MINIMUM REQUIREMENT. IT IS THE REALIZATION THAT EVERYTHING WE HAVE CAME - pis JTid - ( L1OT 1 .
FROM GOD, AND EVERYTHING WE HAVE BELONGS T0 GOD. IT IS THE POSTURE OF WITHHOLDING NOTHING FROM A LOVING FATHER WHO WITHHELD NOTHING IN - NT— o n ; jible way by the®ingdom
SACRIFICING HIS ONLY SON TO SAVE US. WHAT SHALL WE DO IN RESPONSE TO HIS GREAT LOVE? IN ROMANS, PAUL SAID, "PRESENTING OUR BODIES A LIVING e W T T ol
SACRIFICE” IS A "REASONABLE SERVICE!" IN 2 CORINTHIANS 5:15, HE SAYS, "..ALL WHO LIVE WOULD NO LONGER LIVE FOR THEMSELVES. INSTEAD THEY WILL : ’ ! ‘ ity i the WOTIQ, aTd 1o
LIVE FOR CHRIST, WHO DIED AND WAS RAISED FOR THEM.” IT'S ALL IN!IT'S WITHHOLDING NOTHING! IT'S WHATEVER | HAVE IS YOURS GOD! ITS WHATEVER IT this hub, we believe : ral Florida, but the
TAKES TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF THE GOSPEL! IT'S THE ESSENCE AND THE SPIRIT OF GENEROSITY! etich R - e :

IF YOU ARE A PART OF OUR FAMILY, THEN YOU KNOW THAT WE VALUE GENEROSITY FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL AND TOWARDS OTHERS. IF YOU WISH TO COME ] cultures the |
ALONGSIDE THE COMMITTED GROUP SOWING THEIR LIVES, TALENTS AND RESOURCES FOR THE ADVANGEMENT OF THE GOSPEL, YOU MAY DO SO BY SOWING ANY L Nt 1]
AMOUNT, AS EVERYTHING SOWN HELPS ADVANCE THE CAUSE. IF YOU WANT T0 JOIN THE SMALL ARMY OF VISION PARTNERS HELPING TO MAKE SURE THIS
CHURCH TAKES ROOT, WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN INBY SOWING $32 A MONTH FOR SIX MONTHS, OR UNTIL THE MOMENT THE FATHER PLACES IT ON YOUR HEART T0
SOW INTO ANOTHER FIELD. OF COURSE, IF YOU EMBRACE THE VALUE OF GENEROSITY, YOU CAN SOW MORE. WHATEVER YOU PURPOSE IN YOUR HEART HELPS

TO ADVANCE THE GOSPEL. GOD SEES IT, HE REWARDS ACCORDINGLY, AND WE ARE ETERNALLY GRATEFUL!
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/ V' LEARN HOW TO BECOME A VISION PARTNER
\ 1 BY EMAILING US AT:

) / partners@deeperfellowshipchurch.org
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SOCIAL MEDIA:

www.facebook.com/deeperfellowship
www.twitter.com/deeper_church

CONTACT INFO:

. : 407-413-5033
visit us online 170 SUNPORT LANE, SUITE 900
deeperfellowshipchurch.org ORLANDO, FL 32809
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